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like the pieces on a chessboard, and he is the only player." *
In reading the Koran it should be constantly remembered
that it contains both inconsistencies and contradictions.
Certain fatalistic passages which support Zwemer's con-
tention have already been quoted, but the very inconsist-
ent and contradictory nature of the book permits us to find
passages which teach a close personal relationship between
God and man. "O ye who believe! answer God and his
apostle when he calls you to that which quickens you, and
know that God steps in between nuin and his heart, and
that to him ye shall be gathered/'- Though on a far lower
spiritual plane, does not this quotation from the Koran seem
to belong to the same order of ideas with the New Testa-
ment words: "Behold! I stand at the door and knock" V1'*
At any rate it. is a far cry from ihetGreat Player, arbitrarily
moving the chessmen! Or again: "We created man and
we know what his soul whispers, for we are nearer to him
than his jugular vein/14 If, as Xwerner objects, this pas-
sage describes the nearness of (.iod to man rather than that
of man to God, we may point to the following: "When dis-
tress touches man, he calls us to his side, whether sitting or
standing, but when we have removed him from his dis-
tress he passes on as though he had not called on us in a
distress thai, touched him/' c Here is the old story., once
told by Mahiehi, of the willingness of God to help, and of
man's callous refusal. Or again: "Whosoever takes tight
hold on (Joel he is guided in the right \vay/Mi "Are not
verily the friends of God those on whom there is no fear,
neither shall they be grieved?" 7 "Those who believe and
whose hearts are comforted by the mention of God— aye 1
by the mention of God shall their hearts be comforted
who believe and do what is right. Good cheer for them
and an excellent resort.0 H " Ik* ye glad, then, in the cove-
1	"The Moslem Doctrines of God," pp. GO unti 70, by S. M, ^
Compare the fomouH urraignnmrit of W. (I, Falgrave, "Narrative of a
Year'^t Icmrney through Arabia" f 1802-3), vol.1, pp. 365-307.
2	Surah VIII, 24.    "        3 Eev. 3 : 20.	'   * Rurah L, 15.
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8 XIII, 28.

